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The month after sending his 
request to see Osama bin 
Laden. Mr Haroon got a 
message directing him to a 
place in the mountains north 
of his home in Paktia 
province. From there, he was 
taken higher into the 
mountains by a senes of 
guides, each one greeting the 
next with a whispered 
password After three days he 
was turned over to a group of 
Arabs They strip-searched 
him. placed his ring, watch 
and shoes in a bag and closch 
inspected the buttons on his 
shirt. Newsweek reports 


battle area. But Taliban 
fighters were hunkering 
down elsewhere in 
mountain's many gorges. 
"It provides very excellent 
shelter against bombing," 
said Khan, who spoke to 
The Associated Press by 
satellite phone from the 
front lines 


3 Sep—QALAT, of insurgents in a cave and 

Afghanistan - Afghan and were attacking it Tuesday 
U S troops overran three afternoon using small arms 
suspected Taliban positions fire, artillery and air 
and pinned down fighters in support 
a cave Tuesday as fighting 

raged on in southern There were no reported 
Afghanistan, the U S coalition casualties in the 
military and an Afghan latest fighting in Zabul 
commander said province's Dai Chupan 

district, Davis said He had 
American bombing echoed no details on 
through the mountains as casualties, 
the troops tried to root out 
hundreds of Taliban US 
holdouts who have offered helicopter 
tierce resistance for the past 
week 


in the fighting, though 

warplanes and Afghan officials have put 
gunships the number at several 

hammered Taliban hundred 

positions around Sairo Gar 

mountain before dawn " As a resu | t 0 f the 
Coalition forces clashed When Afghan troops offensive, several anti- 
with numerous groups of moved in later, they found coalition elements have fled 
five to 10 fighters firing the Taliban had abandoned the area making them more 
small arms and rocket- three positions, leaving vulnerable to attack," Davis 
propelled grenades, U S. behind bedding and sa j d j n a statement front 
military spokesman Col turbans, said Gen Haji Bagram Air Base, the 
Rodney Davis said.The Saitullah Khan, the main coalition headquarters in 
troops had cornered a group Afghan commander in the Afghanistan 
The weekh in an cxclusi\e has been a special bodyguard US Army Col Rodney 
report said "Bin Laden seems to Osama Davis, spokesman for 

to be in good health, according Even two months or so. al America's forces in 
to both a former Taliban Jazceri comes down from the Afghanistan, told the weekly 
deputy foreign minister and an mountains to visit his yvife "And fy^iy a ' s not a b ou t 
Afghan named Haroon. who and three sons, who live with hjm Wc '| ( continue to foc US 
claims to have visited the Al Kaka. "He appears and Qn billing capturing and 
Qaida leader in June." disappears like lightning." denving sanctua n- to any anti- 

Kaka tells Newsweek. I coa htion forces, whether they 
Three of Osama bin Laden’s never know when he's coming are influcnccd b> 0s ama bin 
sons arc said to be yvith him. or going." i j t » 


3 Sep-The UK embassy in the Iranian 
capital, Tehran, lias been closed after a 
number of shots were fired at the 
building from a nearby street. 


2 Sep-Pakistan has agreed to train 
800 Afghan policemen in three of its 
training centers, an official from 
Afghanistan's Interior Ministry says. 


The magazine also recounts 
former Taliban foreign 
minister Haroon’s journey to 
see Osama Haroon. the 
magazine said, yvas active in 
the Taliban's anti-US 
resistance, and he had 
guided Osama bin Laden 
from the besieged cave 
complex at Tora Bora to 
safety in the Shahikot 
Valley during the US 
bombing in late 2001. 


A spokesman said that five shots had hit 
the embassy but nobody was hurt in the 
attack which took place just before 
midday local time (0730 GMT). 


Pakistan will also provide stipends to 
the Afghan police cadets during their 
training, the official, Mohammad 
Akbar Ahmedzai. told reporters- in the 
north-western Pakistani city of 
Peshawar. 


iTaliban 


The incident comes hours after the 
announcement that Iran had temporarily 
recalled its ambassador to Britain amid 
an escalating dispute between the two 
countries. 


He was speaking after talks there 
between a visiting Afghan delegation 
and the Pakistani authorities. 


(110 miles) northeast of company were staying. 
Kandahar in the province of In a separate attack, two Afghan 
Zabul, where up to 1,000 Taliban security guards working for Louis 
militants have been fighting Berger were killed when theii 
Afghan forces backed by U.S. vehicle was shot at. All of the 
troops and air support, fatalities were Afghans, the 

spokesman said. 


2 Sep-KABUL (Reuters) 

Construction work on the Kabul- 
Kandahar highway has continued 
uninterrupted despite deadly 
attacks on Afghan government 
checkpoints and employees of a 
U.S. company, a U.S. embassy 
spokesman said on Tuesday. A spokesman for the U.S. Louis 

Berger Group Inc, which was 
awarded the contract to repair 
the vital road link last year, said 
on Monday that four policemen 
were killed, four wounded and 
four missing after an attack along 
the highway. 


Irans ambassador to Britain, Morteza 
Sarmadi. was recalled after allegedly 
failing to win concessions following the 
arrest of another Iranian diplomat in 
Britain, Hade Soleimanpour. 


General Ahmedzai said 500 Afghan 
cadets would be trained in Pakistan’s 
North Western Frontier Province. 200 
in the Punjab and 100 in Baluchistan. 


The attacks were a blow to thei 
central government, which hast 
made the road project a top 
priority. 

It is the largest single 
reconstruction project in the war 
ravaged country, and its success 
is seen as symbolic of the 
After the checkpoint had been success or failure of Presiden 
overrun, the assailants opened Hamid Karzai to unite his country 
fire on a guest house where and impose stability outside 
Indian contractors for the Kabul. 


"Road work continued today," the 
embassy spokesman said in 
Kabul. "This was not a good 
situation, but the road is still 
working." 

He added that security had been 
beefed up along the 480 km (300 
mile) road linking Kabul with the 
main southern city of Kandahar. 
The attacks in the early hours of 
Monday happened around 180 km 


Mr Soleimanpour's extradition is being 
sought by Argentina in connection with 
the bombing of a Jewish centre in 
Buenos Aires in 1994, when he was 
Iranian ambassador there. 


He added that the policemen would 
form part of the 70,000-strong Afghan 
police force that he said his ministry 
aimed to form over the next three 
years. 
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2 Sep—BBC - The Afghan 
Government has approved 
long-awaited plans for reform 
of the defense ministry 
President Karzai hopes the 
reforms will help strengthen 
security. The reforms, aimed 
at creating a more equitable 
ethnic balance in the ministry, 
should open the wav for a 
nationwide disarmament 


program. 

A spokesman for President 
Hamid Karzai said that new 
defense ministry 

appointments should be made 
within the next two weeks 

The spokesman said that 22 
new appointments should be 
made within the coming 
weeks The Defense Minister. 


Marshal Fahim. will retain his 
post. The disarmament 
program is expected to go 
ahead once the reforms have 
taken place. 

Many commanders would be 
unwilling to surrender their 
weapons to a ministry run by 
a single faction 

The key ministries have been 
dominated by an ethnic Tajik 
faction since the collapse of 
the Taliban 

But historically Afghanistan 
has been ruled by its largest 
ethnic group, the Pashtuns 

Pashtun complaints that thev 
have too little representation 
in the corridors of power have 
contributed to the 
government's instability 

Vy> vs*. \ ' 


2 Sep—QALAT. Afghanistan insurgents in Paktika 
(AP) - Suspected Taliban province, in the east near the 
fighters attacked an Afghan border with Pakistan. Four 


government checkpoint suspected Taliban were killed 

Monday and ambushed in that fighting, 

soldiers along the main road 

linking the south with the In Kabul, meanwhile. Afghan 
capital, killing at least eight authorities supported bv 
soldiers and taking two international peacekeepers 
prisoner, Afghan officials arrested several suspected 


terrorists 


Mondav. 


The attacks came a day after spokeswoman for the 
two U S. soldiers were killed International Assistance Force 
in a 90-minute gunbattlc with said Since Saturday U S 


Pakistan-based Afghan 
Islamic Press earlier 
Monday claimed that 
President Hamid Karzai's 
government had started 
negotiations with Taliban 
officials in several parts of 
the province of Zabul 

BAGRAM AIR BASE, 
Afghanistan - U.S.-led 
coalition troops and 
aircraft have launched a 
fresh offensive against 
suspected Taliban 

militants dug in on the 
mountains of violence- 
wracked southeast 

Afghanistan, the U.S. 
military said Monday, 
September 1. 

Meanwhile, Afghan 

officials Monday denied 
there were any 
negotiations taking place 
with the Taliban to end 
fighting in the troubled 
southeast province of 
Zabul where around 80 
militants have been killed 
in the past week. 

Afghan forces supported 
by U.S. troops and aircraft 
have been engaged for 
the past week in a major 
operation against 


suspected Taliban and al- 
Qaida bases in the 
mountains of Daychopan 
district of Zabul province, 
300 kilometers (190 
miles) southwest of Kabul, 
reported Agence France- 
Presse (AFP). 

"Today I announce the 
launch of a new operation 
Operation Mountain 
Viper," Colonel Rodney 
Davis told reporters at the 
coalition's Bagram Air 
Base headquarters 50 
kilometers (31 miles) 
north of Kabul. 

"The operation was 
initiated (Saturday) with 
an air assault in the 
mountains in the vicinity 
of Daychopan," he said. 

"Of course we are 
operating in that area to 
engage anti-coalition 
forces,” Davis said, 
referring to suspected 
Taliban and al-Qaida 
fighters reportedly 

regrouping in their 
hundreds in the remote 
and mountainous region. 

The colonel said the 
operation was continuing 


troops have been staging 
"Operation Mountain Viper" 
in the Dai Chupan district of 
southern Zabul province, said 
Col. Rodney Davis, a 
spokesman for the U S 
military. 

He said US. special 
operations forces and 10th 
Mountain Div ision ground 
forces with close-air support 
have been deployed but did 
not say how manv were 
involved in fighting. 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) - The Taliban are no 
longer on the run and have 
teamed up with al-Qaida 
once again, according to 
officials and former Taliban 
who say the religious militia 
has reorganized and 

strengthened since their 
defeat at the hands of the 
U.S.-led coalition nearly 
two years ago. 

The militia, which ruled 
Afghanistan espousing a 
strict brand of Islam, are 
now getting help from some 
Pakistani authorities as well 
as a disgaintled Afghan 
population fed up with 
lawlessness under the U.S.- 
backed interim 

administration, according to 
a former Taliban corps 
commander. 

"Now the situation is very 
good for us It is improving 
every day We can move 
everywhere," said Gul 
Rahman Faruqi, a corps 
commander of the Gardez 
No 3 garrison during the 
Taliban's rule. 

"Now if the Taliban go to 
any village, people give 
them shelter and food Now 
the people are tired of the 
looters and killers," Faruqi 
told The Associated Press, 
referring to regional 
warlords aligned with 
Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai s government 

In most parts of 


but would not provide 
further details. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman 
for President Hamid Karzai 
denied a report by the 
Pakistan-based Afghan 
Islamic Press that the 
government was 

negotiating with Taliban 
officials in Zabul. 

"I completely deny that," 
presidential spokesman 
Jawed Ludin said when 
asked about the report 
that officials were in talks 
with the Taliban. 

"There is absolutely no 
negotiations going on with 
anyone," he told 
reporters. 

Zabul officials also denied 
any talks were taking 
place. Zabul governor 
Hafizullah Hashim also 
denied there were any 
negotiations and said the 
militants were 

surrounded. 

"The Taliban are totally 
surrounded in Daychopan 
and we will capture the 
whole area in one or two 
days," Hashim told AFP by 
satellite phone. 


Afghanistan regional 

powers operate with 

relative impunity, 

terrorizing residents, 

extorting money, dealing in 
drugs and running lucrative 
smuggling routes. 

"Before people didn't 

believe the Taliban were 
around. They thought we 
were finished so they were 
afraid But now they see 
that we are active and they 
see there is no other 
alternative to the looters 
and killers," said Faruqi, 
who was interviewed 
Monday in neighboring 

Pakistan. 

"We know they don't like 
the Taliban, but they hate 
the looters and killers even 


In the Afghan capital, a 
Western diplomat, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said the religious militia, 
working with al-Qaida, has 
regrouped, changed tactics 
and now operates in 
Afghanistan and in 
Pakistan 

Faruqi scoffed at 
suggestions that coalition 
forces have them on the 
run 

"We have new bases all 
over Afghanistan We have 
just reached to Faryab 
province There are 10,000 
American soldiers. They 
can t be everywhere We 
are not afraid.... we know 


we can move freely 

Faruqi said 

The Taliban have appointed 
military councils in each 
Afghan province, re¬ 
established military bases 

in the country, developed a 
command structure and 

injected discipline into the 
ranks, he said 

On the newest battlefield in 
southeastern Zabul 

province - where U.S 
special forces, the 10th 
Mountain division and 

Afghan government 

soldiers are waging 

"Operation Mountain 

Viper" - Faruqi said the 
Talibans military 

command staicture is fixed 
Abdul Jabbar, a former aide 
to the Taliban s Balkh 
governor, is in charge. His 
field commanders are Amir 
Khan Haqqani and Ghulam 
Nabi. All three are from 
Zabul province 

The Zabul provincial chief 
of intelligence for Karzai s 
government, Khalil Hotak, 
agreed that the Taliban 
have strengthened 

"The Taliban are 
regrouping, having 

meetings in districts. In 
Zabul province 80 percent 
of the people in every 
district are loyal to the 
Taliban," Flotak told AP on 
Tuesday 


I Sep-LONDON (AP) 
English soccer authorities want 
to help set up a league in 
Afghanistan. which was 
readmitted to the sport's world 
governing body last year after 
almost 20 years. 

r 

Former British Arm} major 
Michael Moriart} is in Kabul 
to help revive Afghan soccer, 
the Football Association said 
Sunday. He will be based at 
Olympic Stadium in the capital 
for four months. 

Britain's Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw has endorsed the 
project. 

"Initiatives like this not only 
make a real impact on the lives 
of ordinarv people in 
Afghanistan, but thev also 


contribute to our wider 
strategy of helping the Afghan 
people reintegrate their country 
within the international 
community." 

Moriarty said there was no 
organized league in 
Afghanistan, with mam teams 
pla> ing in the same stadium at 
different times and often along 
ethnic lines 

"Historv shows that trying to 
organize things in Afghanistan 
is fraught with problems so I 
don't think this is going to be 
easy." Moriarty said on the 
FA s Web site. "In a sense this 
is going in cold, a ven 
awkward environment. But 
football transcends other 
barriers and there is 
w idespread enthusiasm for the 


game in the countrv 
Last February, the FA 
organized a soccer game 
between a representative 
Afghan team and members 
of the then British-led 
multinational securitv force. 
Afterward, the FA was asked 
to see if an Afghan league 
was viable 

David Davies, the FA s head 
of football affairs, said other 
countries must help 
Afghanistan rebuild its 
sports infrastructure. 

"We are not going there to 
tell the Afghans how to do 
things, more to get to know 
the new leaders of the 
Afghan FA." he said. "Do 
we believe football can be 
helpful to bring that countrv 
together? Yes we do." 


1 Sep—KABUL (The News) - 
A hand grenade was thrown at 
the Indian consulate in the 
Afghan city of Jalalabad but 
there were no casualties in the 
blast, officials said on Sundav 

"Around 8:30 pm on Saturday 
night a hand grenade was 
thrown at the Indian consulate 
building from a truck which 
was earning cows." Jalalabad 
securitv commander Haji Ajab 
Shah said "Fortunatelv it 


didn't hit the building but fell 
into the ditch in front of the 
building and there were no 
casualties or damage." he said 

Seven people who were in the 
truck had been arrested and 
were being questioned by 
police. Ajab Shah said. He 
would not disclose details of 
the interrogation but described 
the incident as a "terrorist" 
attack. 

"Personallv I think it is a 


terrorist attack because 
enemies try to destabilize tin 
situation and thev have done 
similar things in the past 
too." he said. 

Meanwhile. a gunbattlc 
pitting suspected Taliban 
fighters against Afghan and 
US forces, the latest skirmish 
in week-long battles in the 
country's cast and south. left 
two American soldiers and 
four militants dead, military 
officials said 
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